derstood that it is not the design of the Dental Protective Association to interfere with any man's legitimate business or valid patents, but to stop the enormous abuse of dental patents. Its second object is to bind the dental profession together for mutual protection, strength and helpfulness, with a bank account and without politics.
After collusion had been proved against the old Rubber Company, and the case had been dismissed from the Supreme Court on that account, the dental profession still had to pay royalty to this company because they were powerless to defend themselves for lack of organization. Contrast for a moment a body of ten thousand dentists having a bank account of one hundred thousand dollars, with our present helpless condition, "each man for himself, and the devil take the hindermost."
The interest of this fund could be used for scientific investigation, or for any other purpose which would advance the cause of our profession after our patent foes are demolished.
An organization for defense must necessarily differ widely from one for social or political purposes. It must be ready for war at any moment. To insure this, the authority needs .to be in the hands of a few. Such an organization is the Dental Protective Association. The power is vested in the directors; the responsibilities are borne by them, and all risks as well. They can sue and be sued, are accountable for the proper handling of the funds, and must take charge of the suit of any member of the Association who is unjustly sued for infringement. Every member, by paying a fee of ten dollars, and assuming a liability of ten more, only, (which latter will probably not be needed,) can continue his practice undisturbed, knowing that if sued, he will be furnished with the best of legal talent and evidence, and be relieved of all costs and harassment of suit. It will at once be seen that the largest expenditure of the association must be that of time, energy and thought, on the part of the directors, since there are no salaried officers, and expenses are kept at the minimum. nothing less In the words of one of the nation's early patriots:
"Blandishments will not fascinate us, nor will threats of a "halter" intimidate. For, under God, we are determined that, wheresoever, whensoever, or howsoever we shall be called to make our exit, we will die free men"
